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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTRY RESHUFFLE, PROMOTION OF TOURISM 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL KHAMTAN 
RATANAVONG TOLD POLOFF THAT MINISTRY PERSONNEL HAD BEEN 
RESHUFFLED AND THAT NOTE WOULD BE SENT SOON TO FOREIGN 
MISSIONS ABOUT CHANGES. 

2. KHAMTAN HAS BEEN MOVED DOWN TO NUMBER TWO IN 
PROTOCOL ALTHOUGH NEW DIRECTOR HAS NOT YET BEEN NAMED. 

HE SAID THAT CHANSAMONE VONGSAPHAY, DIRECTOR OF NON- 
ALIGNED NATIONS AFFAIRS. HAS ALSO BEEN DEMOTED TO 
NUMBER TWO ALTHOUGH NO REPLACEMENT NAMED YET. 

3. THIRD CHANGE IS IN CONSULAR AFFAIRS WHERE NEW 
DIRECTOR. KHOUN TIANEDAENG (PHONETIC) HAS BEEN 
APPOINTED AND FORMER DIRECTOR. SALYKHAMSY, HAS BEEN 
MOVED DOWNTO DEPUTY. DURING RECENT CALL BY POLOFF, 

SALY INTRODUCTED KHOUN, WHO SAID HE HAD SERVED FOR SOME 
TIME IN ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTORATE OF MINISTRY BUT HAD 
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PREVIOUSLY WORKED IN FORMER COMMUNIST "LIBERATED ZONE". 

4. KHAMTAN ALSO SAID THAT LPDR WAS BEGINNING TOMAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TOURISM. WEST GERMAN AMBASSADOR 
RECENTLY OBTAINED PERMISSION TO VISIT LUANG PRABANG FOR 
TWO DAYS FOR $200 IN US CURRENCY, WHICH IS FIRST VISIT 
THERE BY NON-COMMUNIST MEMBER OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN 
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OVER SIX MONTHS. 

5. COMMENT: THREE DIRECTORS IN FOREIGN MINISTRY WHO 
HAVE BEEN DEMOTED WERE ALL OFFICIALS OF FORMER GOVERN- 
MENT, AND THEIR PLACES ARE LIKELY TO BE TAKEN BY 
COMMUNISTS. 
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